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Heleni Porfyriou (Ph.D. in Planning History, UCL – UK) is an Urban historian with 

expertise in urban conservation and valorization. Senior researcher of the Nation-

al Research Council of Italy-CNR (since 1999), is currently working at the Institute 

of Heritage Science – ISPC of the CNR https://www.ispc.cnr.it/en/. She was prof. 

of Town Planning History at the University of Rome “La Sapienza” (2000-2006), 

Head of the Rome unit of the CNR-Institute ICVBC (2006-2017), visiting scholar 

of Columbia University-NY (2018, 2022), and visiting professor of Peking and Xian 

Universities, in the context of the 7th European funded project “Planning, Urban 

Management and Heritage” (2012-2016). She has coordinated bilateral projects 

with the Chinese Academy of Cultural Heritage (2016-2022) and collaborated with 

WHITRAP-UNESCO https://hul-bric.cnr.it/ and Xiamen University, since 2014 and 

2019 respectively. In May 2020 she launched the global network Genealogy of Ur-

ban Design – GUDesign network, https://gudesign.org/. She published extensive-

ly on urban conservation, urban design, and enhancement policies in Europe and 

China.
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